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R’m.d
17 Jdowy 1 890, 2.750 inNcHES.
18 Jowy 1890 . 305 IveHeS.

A Torar ve D0 yncuES
IN L)TTLe ocvfr zua IFouRrs,

EXTREMES vur

UPTON.
Green- ‘Largest Recorded. Least Recorded.
wich
Average. ‘

Year. |Quantity.| Year. [Quantity.
1'g9g0 | JANUARY... 1877 | 4540 1880 | 0°370
1'480 | FEBRUARY~* 1900 | 4'175 1891 | 0022 I
1460 | MARCH 1897 | 3°420 1893 | o'152
1660 | APRIL 1882 | 3°390 1893 | 0035
2000 | MAY 1878 | 4°'120 1895 | 0260
2:020 | JUNE 1879 | 5390 1895 | 0°320
2:470 | JULY 1880 | 5605 1885 | 0°398
2:350 | AUGUST ... 1879 | 5'88j5 1883 | 0535
2250 | SEPTEMBERY 1896 | 6-000 1898 | 0°532
2:810 | OCTOBER 1880 | 5615 1879 | 0755
2270 | NOVEMBER 1877 | 4°250 I1goI | 0°405
1770 | DECEMBER 1876 | 5535 1873 | 0°435

24530
Greatest fall at one time, July 17-18, 1890, 3'050.
*Least monthly fall, February, 1891, 0-022.
tGreatest monthly fall, September, 1896, 6-000.
Greatest annual fall, 1879, 35'255.
Least annual fall, 1go1.




In the Meteorological Reports from his weather station at The Mere, Upton,
Richard Bentley recorded 'Hoar-Frosts of exceptional beauty on 6th January
1889, 14th December 1890, and 21st & 22nd December 1891.

?\L" o : — R . X :
Richard Bentley recording the exceptional Hoar-Frosts wrote - - "even the
grass 'grew' nearly two inches in height; the gravel took strange patterns,
and every tree had a different variety of tracery. The weight supported
was prodigious, and the debris afterwards was like deep snow."

2 SOeS




1922. Press cuttings from among the Meteorological papers of

Richard Bentley, The Mere. Upton.

July 1922.
COWS AND COLD WEATHER.

MILK THAT IS DEFICIENT 1IN FAT.

It was successfully pleaded for the defence in a
milk prosecution that cows absorbed the fat of their
own milk in cold weather. A dairy farmer was summon-
ed for selling milk deficient in fat to the extent of
13 per cent., but he proved to the satisfaction of
the Bench that he had not tempered with it.

An analyst said he tested the milk as it came from
the cows, and out of thirty-five animals, fifteen
gave milk deficient in fat, the deficiency in some
cases being as high as 40 per cent. His explanation
was that the cold weather prevailing at night caused
cows to use fat to keep themselves warm, but said
that he had had hundreds of such cases. The Bench
were satisfied that neither defendant nor his
servants had interfered with the milk and dismissed

the case.

Sunday Times. 2% September 1922.

WEATHER UPSETS WATCHES

FLUCTUATING CONDITIONS
SMASH MAIN SPRINGS

The weather has caused an epidemic of watch
repairs. According to a leading City watch-
maker, the heat and then the cold and wet spells
following quickly afterwards are together not good
fo? watches, for among other things, they cause
main springs to give way.

Latterly the weather has been of the most variable
type, with the result that warches have suffered
and there i3 an accumulation of repairs in the i
watchmaker's. Not for a long time have there been
such extremes of weather obtained at this season of
the year, but they are given as a valid excuse by
watchmakers for the snapping of even comparatively
new mainsprings.

Unfortunately for the owners of watches, the
repairers do not seem to have got abreast yet with
the repairs that come along in the ordinary way, so
the abnormal rush through the weather means further
delay before the work can be done.




1922, Press cuttings from among the Meteorological papers of

Richard Bentley, The Mere, Upton.

SEVERE MAY FROST.

Seven Degrees Registered inm
The Thames Valley.

Following a severe frost during the night,
the sun shone brilliantly this morning.

Six and seven degrees of frost were registered
in some parts of the Thames Valley, and in the
early hours of this morning the ground was
covered with a white sheet resembling snow. It
is feared late frosts will play havoc with fruit
trees.

From the-
EVENING STANDARD.

13 May 1922.

Slough Observer of August 12 (Saty) 1922.

Tuesday August 8 1922,
WHIRLWIND AT SLOUGH.

At about 25 minutes past 10 o'clock on Tuesday
morning Slough was visited bu a whirlwind, which
ripped slates off roofs, tore huge branches from
the trunks of trees, and blew heavy goods about in
a most startling manner. The roofs which were most
seriously damaged by it were those of Mr C. Luff and
Messrs Hilton & Co., two corner buildings -- one at
the corner of Buckingham Gardens and the other at
the corner of Church Street. Many of the slates
were forced clean out of their places and blown into
the air. For a few moments they looked something
like small flocks of birds, and then they fell into
the street and were smashed to pieces. A large
branch of a tree in Albert Street was sent across
the road and a big limb of an elm tree outside the
Royal Hotel stables in Mackenzie Street was brought
down. A tree at the entrance to Stoke Place came
crashing down and blocked up the Stoke Green gateway.
The whirlwind was accompanied by torrential rain and
occasioned a good deal of alamm.

Damage in Windsor Castle Grounds.

The whirlwind swept through Windsor and it's full
force was felt in King Edward V11l Avenue, where
King Edward and the present King and the Prince of
Wales planted trees in 1908.

The wind snapped one tree off near the roots and
blew it across the road, took the top off another,
and carried away several big branches of four others.

It looked as if a giant had gone through the
Avenue and knocked the trees about with a great club.




I 4 ) H Al\u TH ER ir"'\'\l(;r’)/%(’\r.? DENTLEY WEATHER  PubiieATion
NoTE - - f\RST TRACEADBLE USE erf AnN R.DB." medourAam
Upwards of

SIXTY YEARS’

Raintall

Upton : Slough

Buckinghamshire

Including hail, sleet, snow, hoar frost or mist

Printed in 1934




-~
‘\"‘\,L,‘l\ | ™~

PR, - .
WE RTRHER

CoRMATIeN PAee o©F /':uﬂ.“flfl EEN’\’LQV S

-

{ ‘3 Y4

—
iy o " A iaN G \ S
Peonr UPWNARDS of DixTY J€ARS /\ AINTF ALL A« [_J[);{(/.\- -

SOME ABNORMALLY HEAVY RAINFALLS

occurred in this district in 1802 (ancient bridge at Willowbrook swept away) ;
1748; 1764 ; on September 1, 1768%; 1774; 1795; 1809*; January 16,
1841 ; middle of November 1852% ; July 16, 1875; June 1877; April 1878;
September 11-15, 1880 ; December 1882 ; September 10, 1885; July 17-18,
1890 ; October 9-10, 1893 ; October 30 and November 17, 1894* ; January 21,
1895 ; January 1897 ; October 1, 1899 ; June 12-14, 1902 ; June and October
1903 ; December 1910 ; January 1912 ; December 1914 ; September 1918
November 1929.

On the dates marked thus (*) the falls were exceptionally heavy. An abnormal fall occurred
also at Maidenhead (not at Slough) on July 12, 1901.

Two Watkrsrouts (not whirlwinds)! are on record locally, viz., on—
June 14, 1853. ! August 19, 1877.

The severest falls of HaiL were on August 1, 1846, chiefly in London;
on August 2, 1879, principally in this district; and March 1, 1925, at Slough.

An “Inch” of rain, falling on a flat acre (of 43,560 square feet), would
be equal approximately to 22,607 British Imperial gallons, or say, roughly, to
118 tons of water per acre (or about 463 pounds in weight to one square
yard).2 (Dr. Glasspole however, in 1934, estimated the quantities given above
as being 22,624 gallons and as yielding 101 tons per acre.)

To convert *Inches” into Millimetres consult ¢ Hints to Meteorological
Observers,” page 89. The ratio is 1 inch (1:00) equals 254 millimetres.

Dry or wet seasons can in many cases be fairly estimated by experts on
inspecting the length of growths of spring and autumn shoots on trees, and
counting back to the date required.

The carriage of moisture in the air varies greatly with temperature; thus
at 30° Fahr. two grains per cubic foot can be supported, at 50° Fahr. four
grains, at 70° Fahr. eight grains, and at 90° Fahr. fifteen grains; rain being
produced by the cooling of the air, depositing this moist vapour on to the
ground below.

The arbitrary division into months at fixed intervals is somewhat mislead-
ing—as a remarkably dry month may have some rainy days quite at the very
close of it—or a drought may begin in one month and continue during part
of its successor.

Among some investigations made (besides those of varying altitudes from
the surface of the ground or of receivers of different sizes and shapes) was one
for a short time into the composition of the rain, but this was found to need
extremely delicate apparatus to determine accurately any electrical or chemical
variations. Smoke deposit is frequently apparent in the gauges, and occa-
sionally the muting of birds is met with. Snow crystals, or size of hail, when
exceptional, are noted. There is no evaporation tank or percolation gauge at
Upton.

1 A very severe whirlwind, causing much damage locally, took place on August 8, 1922.

2 Both the Smithsonian Meteorological tables, and Sir John Moore, quote the figures
first given above.




(20)

Smoke
blown from London.

On Sunday, 188 ,
a narrow brown column, strongly
indicated on an otherwise clear sky,
of smoke from the Metropolis
passed over Slough at noon, and
reached Reading at 1 p.m.

Two other occurrénces are re-
corded, one smoke cloud trayelling
as far as Reading in the night, and
one a little beyond Slough, staining
some newly-fallen snow.

Snow.

See  Storms.’

Sounds from a Distance.’

Explosion at the Powder Mills,
Hounslow.

Firing at Aldershot.

[A legend exists of a sentry at
Windsor hearing the bell of St.
Paul’s from London at r}igh_t.]

Spots on the Sun.
November —, 1882.
February 10, 1892.
August 7, 1893."
January 11, i897.

Squall.
March 24, 1878 (momentary).

The sea salt blown inland black-
ened the leaves of a number of trees
(exposed to the south-west) at Slough
and Upton.
¥ HM.S. Eurydice was capsized

in this squall.

(11)

Frosts.
IN SUMMER.

A very severe frost happened in
June, 1035.

A severe frost took place March
14, 1886, when there was skating at
Black Park.

A severe frost, producing very
thick ice, occurred as late as
May 21, 1873, and on the same
date, twenty years later (May 21 and
May 22, 1893), a very mischievous
frost took place, blackening all the
young shoots, destroying the rose-
buds, and killing all the potato
plants. In 1890 a frost happened
as late as the beginning of June, and
two occurred in August of the same
year. Early frosts occurred in
September, 1872, and on August 31-
September 1, 1879, and September
15, 1896.

IN WINTER.
(Temperature at, or approaching, Zero.)
250 (nine weeks).
508 (eight weeks).
695 (six weeks).
923 (thirteen weeks).
998 (five weeks).
1063 (fourteen weeks).
1076 (four months).
1204.
1262.
1269.
1282.
1407-08 (great loss of birds).
1432-33-34-
1468.




Jiss Marcr 1897

A LimiTED PRINTING BY

THE CLiMmAa-TIC i1ISTORY
ofF UPTON

(s5)

[Blights.

On the wheat, in summer, 1872.
Black rust on trees, May and
June, 1890.] ’

¢ Blizzards.’

March 23-24, 1879. . J
January 17, 1881.

March g, 1891.

February 15, 1892,

Clouds. ‘ﬂﬂ

A cloud of peculiar appearance
was traced from Aldermaston and
Maidenhead to Slough July 26,
1896.

“ o
See also ' Smoke’ and ' Sunset.’

Cold.

Mr. John Nash, writes from
Langley Rectory, that the most
severe wiffiter of the century was
1814. The frost, which began on
December 24, 1837, and lasted
until February 26, _183318, was also a !
memorable one. ¢ The ground was
like a rock, every turnip, swede,
etc., rotted. The wheat even
perished, except where it was pro-
tected by the drifted snow in
furrows. 1 ploughed fifty acres of
my wheat up that year. No frost *
like #2at since, J. N/ *

In summer time the cold of
June, 1874, and June, 1875,
rendered fires necessary indoors.
July 17, 1888, was the coldest July
day of the century. J

See  Frosts,’ ' Glazed Frost| ¢ Hoar-Frost)
o Storms (Snow).’

A
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Front-part, The Potting Shed. Rear-part, The original Dairy.
Situated by the lower gate at the South-East corner of the
Estate on Datchet Road. (The gate closest to The Myrke).




EDWArDI AN ELEGANCE.

lea 'al-fresco' in the garden.

Hichard Bentley the host.
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3 Sisters. (left to right).

Evelyn. (born 1876) with Lucy Bentley. (born 1879) Amy. (born 1874, )with

step-father. George Clegg. Hostess. of The Mere. husband Harold Phillips.
and Richard Bentley of The Mere., Host.




about 1892.
George Bentley, the Chess Challenger.

in

The Mere gardens with guests.




Edwardian elegance.

Croguet on the lawn.

- 'kb

View from 'Squirrels' Walk by the Bowling Green near
Datchet Road boundary. Seen is, left, St Laurence
Church and, right, Upton Court.

The Private Road from "“White Gates" Datchet Road along ‘
south of The Mere gardens through to Arbor Hill. Used

by traffic when the gates were open it was soon abused.
The Road was closed Autumn 1912.




Before 1895

George Bentley, co-builder of THE
MERE, standing on the balcony of
the rear, (south) front.

Below.
The view from the balcony at the
east end of the house.

Here, looking south, can be seen
part of a line of trees following
the line of a stream flowing from
Chalvey (off to the right), along
to The Myrke, Datchet Road, and
then on to the Thames.

This stream now culverted is the
line of the nearly 100 years later
M4 Motorway.

Further southwards, across Eton
Playing Fields, on the horizin, is
Windsor Castle.




THE MERE. UPTON.

About early BEdwardian period. 1902-1910.

Visitors on the east end balcony which
encircles, to hide, -the chimney breast.

From the left end can be seen a view
across terraced lawns, landscaped gardens,
newdy planted trees, to see beyond the
BEton Playing Fields and to Windsor Castle.




The elegant Greenhouse. Pattefns'built into the
brick base. Ornamental eaves and roof-ridge.
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SNOWBOUND, THE MERE.

seen from the south-west corner.
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-b-‘raptember 1985.
Here the west boundary wall of Kenilworth Close,
Albert Street just after removal of the previous
dense covering of ivy.
Now shows the inside of the door into the original
coach house and tack-room with it's hooks for
hanging harness onto.

Kenilworth Close roadway therefore must have been
the site of the inside of the coach house.

November 1986

This collapsed concrete construction appears to have
been the way down into the cold-store, or when
possible, the snow house, for below ground storage
of meats before the days of refrigerators

This is situated quite a long way from the house
in what used to be woods kmown as 'The Wilderness'
by the Bentleys. It is now almost completely
overgrown and close to the Datchet Road.
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1987. CENTENARY YEAR SURVIVORS.

The roof-top Fire Bell.

Richard Bentley's Meteorological
Station Milestone and Mean Sea-

Level marker-stone as at
Liverpool, place of basis of all

Maritime Charts.

Now recovered and standing in
front of the Mere entrance.




1987. CENTENARY YEAR SURVIVORS.

Somewhere in the shrubbery.

A dogs' cemetary and this
marker stone of DAISY the
cow, original provider of
milk for The Mere household.

Almost lost in the shrubbery.

The marker stone of the high
level of the November 1894
floods.




ANcTHER BenTE? Marrer
STanNE .

FoR mAanNy Y€aRrs 'LOsT' 1IN THE

UNCONTROLLED UNDECQROWTH

MARKING THE WATER LEVEL
iIN Ultan Parrk, oF THE
LREAT FLoCD . HiaHwesT,

| 45 €fm |7 NOVEMECR /9“:’%’

This marker stone showing the height of the water in
the Thames floods of November 1894 was found after
many years by Bob Bannister (Dec'd Feb 1985) during
the drought of 1977 when I was able to take this
photograph. The stone then once more became
overgrown until the drought of 1984 when it was once
more discovered conf£irming my assertions.

@g HNarvvaon  as Fraed 198S.
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RICHARD BENTLEY'S WEATHER STATION - THE MERE
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RICHARD BENTLEY.

President.
ROYAL METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY-
1905-1906.
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Upton Weather Station.
Richard Bentley's Thermo-hydrograph
for registering Temperature & Humiditye.




wWes

O
gt p

AN 1 .

1], ol | 1T
l,nniur.“ ! RIIATTS

L on (1] ll.’"
il )
e .. sget - L




B T R R R . - oo A . i Ul B . S i b Vi s i B e W

5rd from left.. Mrs Lucy Bentley.
® Extreme right.. Richard Bentley.

¥

The Datchet Road Gate on where
had been the big bend before
The Myxrke.

(Now the Bridge over the M4)
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'Richard Bentley

‘at one of the

: 'inner garden

gates. i
'The porch of the
' Thatched Cottage
By the Datchet
'Road entrance
' gate, can be
- seen behind him.
r
|
|

Photograph endorsed:-
"Top garden
Dick
dog's cemetary"

A Rebus built into the o
garden wall. An enigma g ﬁ % 9 9
of words reading forward 0 ; ; i ?
backward and up or down ROT A 3




The Bentleys, particularly Richard, rmaed all their outbuildings, paths,

archways, and copses with individual names.

This one, the bothys; (living quarters for the garden staff ), 'Malta',
was still standing in 1988 despite need of considerable restoration, in
the garden of 'somerset' a modern bungalow laid well back before reaching
Victoria Terrace via the road from Albert Street.
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RicHARD BENTLEY WROTE A
PREFALE . N 1896, —
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OoF HALF A CENTuRY Ato , T”“T
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Woods ; then the White Hart and extensive
premises ; next a private house, now a beer-
house ; then stables and piggeries belonging
to the butcher’s shop opposite, also a meadow.
Lonsdale Villas are now built on it; next
came St. Leonard’s Place, which had not
been built long; after that Dodd’s brick-
field, upon which Oakley House now stands.
Mr. Dodd lived in the house that stands
back.

HIGH STREET.

SOUTH SIDE, EAST END.

No houses of any kind east of Upton
Lane, now Upton Road. Upton Lodge
came - first, then Regent’s Place ; after that
The Pied Horse, then Baxter and Deverill’s
paint shops, Mr. Nixey’s wheelwright works,
then Ivy Cottage, next Nursery-groundé,
belonging to the Browns, opposite; the
Grove and Alpha Street were included in
the Nursery ; they did not exist then. Four
cottages came next, standing back, afterwards
shops built in front of them by Butler and
Bowden, which were burnt, but shops have




(10 )

been erected since; then came Messrs.
Gundry's cheese warehouse, where Holland
and Barret’s shop now stands ; two or. three
small houses and Lovegrove's extensive
chair manufactory ; afterwards fields belong-
ing to Mr. Pocock’s Upton Farm, opposite
The Reindeer ; they were called the Rein-
deer Fields, where there was a foot-path
across to church; they continued beyond
where Church Street now is, then two or three
small houses where Hatch and Milled have a
shop, and beyond; then came Judd the
harness-maker’s premises—where the shop
and house now stand was a wery old
picturesque shop and house, a painting of
which I believe the family have. Next
came a baker’s, on the site of Graveney's
shop, then three or four old cottages, the
barber occupying one, The Crown Tap
premises, and Crown Hotel ; after the
Windsor Road came the Bear Yard and
Traveller’s Friend, a beerhouse—sweets sold
and cooked meat—and then two very old
houses, now occupied by a grocery store.
After them The Black Boy, next a little
shop occupied by the shoemaker Cliluerd,

¢ 11 ')

the entrance to Slough Court, then old
Mrs. Shepherd’s (who sold cabbages, onions,
sweets, etc.), and a barber next; a butcher’s
shop where a baker now is, then a private
house and another butcher’s; after that four
cottages, then the house which Elston now
occupies as a dairy, which terminated Slough,
and which was afterwards celebrated as the
scene of the Tawell murder.

Further along the Bath Road, at the
corner of Ledgers’ Lane, was a house
occupied for a short time by Prince Lucien
Bonaparte, and still further distant the
Montem hillock and the Hostelries at Salt
Hill famous in the old coaching days.

Lying a short way back on the north of
the Bath Road is Baylis or Bailies. a large
red-brick mansion (rebuilt by the Provost of
Eton, Dr. Godolphin, in 1695), which has
a fine carp pond. (The road leads past
Baylis to Stoke Poges.)




KING EDWARD VII. HOSPITAL, WINDSOR

President - HRH. THE PRINCE OF WALES, K.G.
Chairman - THE VISCOUNT BURNHAM.

Annual Flospital Fall

will be held at

WENTWORTH CLUB, VIRGINIA WATER
On Friday, November 20th, 1925.

Committee :
Mrs. ASHER, Ascot Place, Ascot.
Mrs. BENTLEY, The Mere, Slough.
The LADY EDWARD SPENCER CHURCHILL, O.B.E., Queensmead, Windsor.
The LADY MARY CRICHTON, Queen’'s Acre, Windsor.
Mrs. DOUGLAS CROFTS, High Street, Windsor.
The HON. Mrs. HENDERSON, Windlesham Court, Windlesham.
Mrs. WALTER LEGGE, Farm House, Old Windsor.
Mrs. MAWHOOD, Green Meadows, Ascot.
Mrs. MARTYN, Queen’s Gardens, Windsor.
Miss MORRIS, King Edward VII. Hospital, Windsor.
Mrs. MONKLAND, The Chalet, Datchet.
Mrs. MAGNAY. Rays Court, South Ascot.
Mrs. RAILTON, St. Leonards, Windsor.
Mrs. C. SEYMOUR, Kilbees Farm, Winkfield.
Miss SKEVINGTON, Belmont, Windsor.
Mrs. N. C. TUFNELL, Fairfield, Sunningdale.
Mrs. ANTHONY pE WORMS, Milton Park, Egham,

Hon. Secretary—Mrs. CARTERET CAREY, O.B.E., Governor's Tower, Windsor Castle

TICKETS £1 1s. each (if applied for before November 16th) after that date £1 3s.
to be procured from the Hon. Sec. or any of the Committee.

Arrangements have been made for Motor Buses to and from WINDSOR to Wentworth for the Ball
The price will be 3/- per head return, seats can be booked from the Hon. Sec.

Dancing 9.30 to 2.30. Clifford TEssex Mand.

—

OXLEY & 8ON, PRINTERS TO HI8 MAJESTY THE KING, WINDEOF










Following the death of Richard Bentley, 23rd February 1936, Mrs Iucy

Bentley remained at The Mere until the autumn of 1961.
Ske moved to St Leonards Hill, Windsor retaining for herself the

treasures of a lifetime and the rewuirements for her new home.

The major contents of the Mere were sold by auction 3rd & 4th
October 1961. The house was bought by the NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR

EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH.

Mrs Lucy Bentley died in 1974, aged 95. The last of her art treasures
were then sold at Auction by Sotherby & 8o in late 1974.
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